QUEEN, MARY   OF   MODENA
1681 avoid tumults and cabals ; please God it may be better than the last; I doubt it, however, as I cannot believe that in so short a time those people will change their opinions. We are not spoken of, and we desire most ardently to go home ; we have petitioned the King to let us return, but have no answer yet."
Exile was to be made doubly cruel to the Duke and Duchess of York by the death of the little Princess Isabel at St. James's Palace on the 2nd February at the age of five, and the Duchess turns once more in her sorrow to her old friends in the quiet cloister at Modena.
Archives Visitation Convent, Modena
To SISTER MARY LAURA.
cc EDINBURGH.   31 March, 1681.
"At this hour you will have heard of the great affliction it has pleased God to send me, in taking from me one of the dearest things I had in the world, and which I hoped He would have left me in His goodness to be a comfort in my afflictions, but Dominus dedil^ Dominus abstulit) sit nomen Domini benedictum : I think I have said this from my heart with the help of God ; and when I think that now my child is happy, and that if she had lived she might have run great dangers, when I think of all this, I comfort myself, and if I could keep other thoughts away, I should not be afflicted; but the senses and the4ower part of nature cannot help giving way, yet God be praised for all ... Parliament will soon assemble at Oxford ; what it may do God knows.
There is a new accuser in the field, who not only accuses the Duke, but also my dear mamma for plotting to kill the King ; and he says the Marquis Felice Montecuculi offered him ^10,000 to kill His Majesty, but that he would not do it. See what wickedness and falsehood are in the world! But God will at last prove the innocence of the just. The accuser is in prison for having written libels against the King; he is to be tried, and the penalty is death. I believe he makes these accusations, hoping to obtain a general pardon from the King as his fellows did ; but His Majesty has refused and declares that, if the law allows it, he will have him hanged .... God knows when we shall go home. It costs me less now to be away, as my child is no longer there."
IO2summoned a new one to meet on the i April, not in London but at Oxford, so as tore anxious than he has ever
